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City Council Meeting Minutes - August 9, 2021

City Council Chambers, City Building, 16 West Scribner Avenue, DuBois, Pennsylvania on Monday, August
9, 2021 @ 7 p.m.; Council convened at their regular City Council Meeting with Mayor Walsh in the Chair.
Other Council Members present were: Diane Bernardo, James Aughenbaugh (by telephone), Shane
Dietz, and Shannon Gabriel. Also present were: City Manager, John “Herm” Suplizio; City Solicitor, Toni
Cherry; City Engineer/Public Works Director, Chris Nasuti; Redevelopment Authority Director/Assistant
Public Works Superintendent, Joe Mitchell; Police Chief, Blaine Clark and City Secretary, Bobbie Shaffer.

Absent: City Controller, David Volpe
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Walsh.

Approval of Minutes

City Council Meeting Minutes - July 26, 2021

The motion was made by Gabriel and seconded by Dietz that Council approve the City Council
Meeting Minutes of July 26, 2021 as presented by the City Secretary. Roll call vote was as

follows: Dietz, yea; Bernardo, yea; Aughenbaugh, yea; Gabriel, yea; Walsh, yea. Motion
passed 5-0.

Work Session Meeting Minutes - August 5, 2021

The motion was made by Bernardo and seconded by Gabriel that Council approve the Work
Session Meeting Minutes of August 5, 2021 as presented by the City Secretary. Roll call vote
was as follows: Dietz, yea; Bernardo, yea; Aughenbaugh, yea; Gabriel, yea; Walsh, yea.
Motion passed 5-0.

Approval of Registry of Minutes

The motion was made by Dietz and seconded by Gabriel that Council approve the Autodrafts
Check Register by Check ID dated August 5, 2021 in the amount of $42,848.51 and the Purchase
Order Listing by Vendor Name dated August 5, 2021 in the amount of $862,511.39 as presented
by the Finance Officer. Roll call vote was as follows: Dietz, yea; Bernardo, yea; Aughenbaugh,
yea; Gabriel, yea; Walsh, yea. Motion passed 5-0. ‘

Public Comments - No Public Comments

Recommendation - Street Paving

The motion was made by Gabriel and seconded by Dietz that Council accept the
recommendation of the City Engineer/Public Work Director, Chris Nasuti, and award the bid to
the lowest bidder HRI, Inc. in the amount of $369,173.25. Roll call vote was as follows: Dietz,
yea; Bernardo, yea; Aughenbaugh, yea; Gabriel, yea; Walsh, yea. Motion passed 5-0.

Request from DAHS Student Council to close Division ST & Beaver Dr. at 5:45 p.m. for 45 min.
on Friday, September 24, 2021 for the annual Homecoming Parade.

City Manager Suplizio stated that this is an annual event. Chief Clark said that we did have a
few problems last year with the band wanting to perform along the route; therefore, running
over the allotted time for the street closure. Clark has spoken to Principal Weible and doesn't
believe we will have that problem this year. The motion was made by Bernardo and seconded
by Gabriel that Council approve the request from the DAHS Student Council to close Division ST
& Beaver Dr. at 5:45 p.m. for 45 min. on Friday, September 24, 2021 for the annual
Homecoming Parade. Roll call vote was as follows: Dietz, yea; Bernardo, yea; Aughenbaugh,
yea; Gabriel, yea; Walsh, yea. Motion passed 5-0.

Request Public Hearing for Monday, August 23, 2021 @ 6:50 p.m. concerning CDBG - Needs in
the City

Redevelopment Authority Director Mitchell stated that due to logistics we were unable to have
our Public Hearing this evening but ask Council to approve the new pushed back timeline and
approve a later Public Hearing. The motion was made by Dietz and seconded by Gabriel that
Council approve the request for a Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 6:50 p.m.
concerning CDBG - Needs in the City. Roll call vote was as follows: Dietz, yea; Bernardo, yea;
Aughenbaugh, yea; Gabriel, yea; Walsh, yea. Motion passed 5-0.
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City Council Meeting Minutes - August 9, 2021 (Cont'd.)

City Solicitor - Toni Cherry
Solicitor Cherry reviewed the rules concerning the changes to the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act

Changes to Pennsylvania Sunshine Act

On June 30, 2021, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf signed inta law Act 65 of 2021, which amends Pennsylvania's
Sunshine Act {65 Pa. C.S. § 701 ef seq.) to require “public agencies,” including municipalities and school districts,
fo publish & meeting agenda detailing issues expected to be deliberated and voted on at the meeting, at least 24
hours prior to the public meeting. These new restrictions do not make last-minute changes to the agenda
impossible, but do require additional steps.

The meeting agenda must be posted at both the lacation of the meeting and the principal office of the public agency.
Additionally, the public agency will be required tc provide copies of the agenda to individuals in attendance at the
meeting. If the public agency has a publicly accessible internet website, the public agency must post the agenda,
which includes a listing of each matter of the public agency’s business that will be or may be the subject of

deliberation or official action at the meeting, on the website no later than 24 haurs in advance of the time of the
convening of the meeting.

Subject to the exceptions below, a public agency may not take official action on a matter unless it was included on
the meeting agenda. Exceptions to the agenda requirement include:

For emergency business: A public agency may take official action at a meeting on a matter of agency
business relating to a real or potential emergency involving “clear and present danger to life or property”
regardiess of whether public notice was given for the meeting,

For business arising within 24-hours prior to the meeling: A public agency may take official action an a
matter of agency business that is not listed on the meeting agenda if (i} the matter arises or is brought
to the attention of the public agency within the 24-hour periad prior to the meeting and (i) the matter is
de minimis in nature and does not involve expenditure of funds or entering into a contract or agreement
by the public agency.

Far business arising during the meeting: If a resident or taxpayer brings a matter of agency business
that is not listed on the meeting agenda to the attention of the public agency, the public agency may
take official action fo refer the matter to staff, if applicable, for the purpose of researching the matter for
inclusion on the agenda of a future meeting, or, if the matter is de minimis in nature and does nat involve
the expenditure of funds or entering into a confract or agreement, the public agency may take official
action on the matter.

Additionally, a public agency may, upon majority vate during a meeting, add a matter of agency business to the
agenda. The reasons for the changes fo the agenda should be anncunced at the meeting before any vote is
canducted. Subsequently, the public agency may take official action on the matter added to the agenda. The

minutes of the meeting must refiect the substance of the matter added, the reason for the additional agenda item,
and the vote on the additional agenda item. Following the meeting {no later then the first business day after the
meeting}, the public agency shail post the amended agenda on its website and at the public agency's principat
office.

The aforementioned amendments to the Sunshine Act do not apply to a conference sessions, working sessions or
executive sessions that are not required to be open meetings under the Sunshine Act. However, the changes fo the
law do apply fo committee meetings.

The new provisions take effect on August 28, 2021 and public agencies, including municipalities and school districts,
should be prepared to implement these changes in time for thelr September, 2021 public meetings.

City Manager Suplizio called for an Executive Session concer a Personnel Jssue.

ATTEST:

M APPROVED: fin_
ﬂl 7 ¥ P

/

4

/




